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NEW EASTERN Connecticut Reglonal Health Insurance Executive Board members: front
row, left toright: Holly McCalla, Kelly Vachon, Steve Werbner, Willlam Hull, and Erik Chris-
tensen. Back row: Willlam Guzman, John Elsesser, Beth Bauer, Doug Cutler, Robert Carroll,
Ronald Lussier and John Baskowski. Missing from the photo Is Dave Petrone.

Schools, Municipalities Join
EASTCONN To Form Health
Insurance Cooperative

Submitted by Teddie Sleight CONN will provide staffing for the cooper-
EASTCONN ative, whose new insurance policy period
EASTERN CONNECTICUT will take effect on Ji l,zulz.Nof two
years ago, following the passage of Con-
In a historic move in the region and in necticut Public Act104174, which allowed

direct response to changes in state law, five  school districts and ties to joint-
northeastern Connecticut school districts ly purchase employee insurance,
and five municipalities have partnered EASTCONN invited representatives from

| with EASTCONN to form the area’s first across northeastern Connecticut to explore
health insurance cooperative, aimed at the possibility of a health insur-
saving taxpayers money. ance partnership. Talks been ongoing

“EASTCONN has been working with since that time.

municipalities, school districts, and insur- After the ive's first official
ance carriers — in particular, Cigna — to meeting on new executive
hammer out the details of this insurance board members their ts. “It’s

cooperative for the last two years,” said been exeiting to move forward as the first
John Baskowski, EASTCONN'’s chief fi- cooperative of this kind in the state and I
nancial officer. hope this will result in reduced insurance
“The goal is to reduce health insurance  costs for both towns and school districts”
costs for all parties, while increasinglocal  said Chairman Steve Werbner, who is also
decision-making related to S::mnnoi Tolland’s town manager.
s bee?i:ngzﬂ May s Putnam superintendent of g
At a meeting on We ay, 2,at A schools, added,
EASTCONN’s Hampton Conference Cen-  “It's ;ﬁmmmpe@ulb;it's i
ter, founding members from the munici- that will save towns and the
palities and school districts of Coventry, mm&um
Griswold, Plainfield, Putnam and Tolland, - our employees.”
in addition to EASTCONN, met to form the ‘The cooperative's executive board will
Eastern Connecticut Regional Health mmtmﬁcdmdnp

March 2012 The Hartford Courant



